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CHAPTER XII.

(Dot Luvied),
Pursuit.

OLA and 1 looked both In the
direotion ghe indicated, and
there, plainly discernible,
wers several hundred

S
mounted warriors, They

peamed to be headed in & southwest-
erly directdon, which would have
Raken thesn away from us.

They doubtiens wure returning
Thark warriors who had boeou seat
out to capture us and wo breathed a
gheat migh of rellef that they were
travelling in the oppoalte direction.

Quickly lifting Dejab Thoris from
thesdhoat 1 commandoed the animal to
lie down and wo three thon did the
same, presenting as amall an object
a8 possible for fear of atiracting the

pitention of the warriors.

We gould see them as they flled out
of the pass, Just for an Instant, belore
they woere lost o view behind a
friendly ridge; to us a most provi-
dential ridge; sinoe, bad they Deen in
view for any great lengih of Ume,
they scarcely ocould have falled W
discover ums,

As what proved to be the last war-
rior cmne into view from the pass, he
halted and, to our consternation,
threw lila small bat powerful feld

jase to his eye and scanned the sea

m in all directions, IKviduntly
for In ocertain

axtremo rear of the column.

Aa his glass awung toward us our
hoarts stoppod in our breasts, and I
eould feel the cold awoat start frem
every pore in my body.

Presontly 3 swung full upon us
and—stopped. The teusion on owr
nerves was near the broaking polat,
and I doubt If any of us breathed for
fow moments he held us covered
by his glass; and then he lowered it,
we ocould see him shout a com-
to the warriors who  had
from eour aight behind the

not walt for them to join
howover; instead he wheoled his
and came tearing madly lo our

direoton.

was but one alight chance,
that we must take qul?}tg.&nu-
my strange Martan r my

4 1 sighted, and touched the
button which controlied the irigger;
there was a sharp expiosion as the
.w.
oharging chieftaln pitched backward
from his fiylng mount.

8 to my feot 1 urged the
thoat to rise, and directed Sola to
take Dejah Thorls with her upon him
and make a mighty effort tw reuch
the hills before the greon warriors
were upon us.

I knew that in the ravines and gul-
llea they might find a temporary hid-
iug place, and even though they died
there of hunger and thirst It would
be better #o than that Lthey fell Into
the hands of the Tharks,

Forcing my two revolvers upon
thom as & slight means of protection,
rod, A & |ast resort, as an escape
for themselves frotu the horrld death
which recaptu would surely mean,
1 litted Dejah *nom in my arms and
placed her upon the thoat behind
tola, who had already mounted at
my command,

“Goodby, my prinoess,’ 1 whispered,
“We may meet in Hellum yet. 1 have
mrlpod from worse plights than
thia”

I tried to amile as I iled,

“What,” she cried, “are you not
coming with us?

“How may 1, Dejah Thoris? Bome
ons must bold these follows off for a
while, and [ can better escape them
aione thaa could the three of us to-
Botler”

8he sprang quickly from the thoat
and, throwing Ler arms ahbout my
neck, turned to Bola, saylng with
quiet dignity:

“Fly, Sola! Dejah Thoris remalos
to die with the man she loves.™

Thosp words! Ah, gladly would I
Five up my life a thousund times and
could 1 only lear them thus; but I
could not give even a second to the
rapturs of her sweet embracs, and
prossing my iips to hers for the first
time, | picked her up bodily agnin
and tossed har to her reat behind Sola
again, commanding the latter in per-
smptory tones to hold her thers by
iores, and then, sinpping the thoat
upon the flank, § observod them belng
borne away, Dejelh Thoris struggling
\0 the last to free herself from Sola’s
Eroaj.

Turning, 1 beheld the green war-
riors mounting the mdpe and lvoking
for their cohleflain. In & moment
they saw him, and théan me; but
scarcely had they discovared me wn
1 pommenced firing, 1ying flal upon
the moss.

L had an even hundred rounds In
the magarine of my rifle, and anothoer
Bundred i thoe bolt 4l my back, and
1 kept up 4 contingous strenin of fire
until I saw all of the warriors who
had been first to return from hehund
the ridgy either dead or scurrying to
cover,

My roapite wos short-lived, Tiow-
over, for soon the enlire party, numes
boring some thousend  men, came
charging into view, raclng madly tos

waunrd me. 1 fAeed uniil my rille was
empty and they wore almost upon
me;, and then o glance showing me
that Dedah Thorin and Sela bad dis-
appoared wnong the il 1 osprang
up, bhrowing dows my useless gun,
and startold pway in the dh on ape-
yosite to thatl tuken by Bola and her
chorge

If evor Martfans had an exhiBition
of Jumg 1L was gpranted those ase«
tonighod wayriors on thul duy long

yours ago; Hut wille it led thog nway
from Dejih Thorks, 10 dld not dastract
thelr altontion from endeavoring to
OADLU Y nire,

They racod wildly
Anully wy foot
pleae of quart
upen Iln«- mosa,

after me untll
whinek a projecthiug
ind 1 went=sorawling
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As | looked up they were upon me,
and though I drow my long sword in
an attempt to sell my life as dearly
an possibic, 1t was soon over,

1 resled bencath their blowa, which
fell upon me in perfeot torrents. my
head swam; all was black and T went

CHAPTER X1,
Cast Into a Dungeon.

T must have been several
hours before 1 reguined con-
solousness, and I well re-
member the foeling of sur-
prise which swept over me

as I realized that 1 was not dead.

1 wos lying among a plle of sleep-
Ing wilies and fura in the corner of a
small room in which were soveral
groon warrdors, and bending pver me
wans an anclient and ugly female,

As | opened my eyos she turned to
ono of the wartiors, saylog!

“Ho will ive, olw jed.”

*'"Tis woll," roplied the one so ad-
dresscd, rising and approaching my
couch. "He should render rare sport
for the games”

And now as my eyes fell upon him
1 saw Lhal he was no Thark, for his

ornaments and motal were not of

that horde. Ho was & huge fellow,

torribly soarred about the face and

chent, and with one broken tusk and

a missing car., Birapped on elther

breast were buman skuils, and de-
nding from these & number of dried
uman hands,

His reference to the great gumes
of which | had heard so much while
nmong the Tharks convineed meo that
I had but Jumped from Purgatory
into Gehenna.

After a few more words with the
fomale, during which she assured
him that I wans now fully fit (o travel,
the jed ordered that we mount and
ride after the maln column.

1 was strapped securely to as wild
and unmanageuble a thoat as [ had
ever soen, and with a mounted war.
For on elther slde to prevent the
beast from bolting, we rode forth in
pursuit of the column at & furious
pace, My wounds gave me but lit.
tle padn, so wonderfully and rapidly
had the applioations and injections
of the female exercised their thera-
muc powers, and so deftly had she

nd and plasterad the injuries,

Juat before dark we rosnched the
madn body of troops shortly after
thoy had made canp for the night.

i was Immediately waken belora the
leader, who proved to be the jeddak
of the hordes of Warhoon,

Like the isd who had brought me,
he was frightfully scarred, and also
was decorated with the breastplate of
human skulls and dried dead hands,
which seemed to mark all the greater
warriora among the Warhoons, as
well an to indicate thelr awful fero-
eity, which greatly transcends even
that df the Tharka,

The jeddnk, Bar Comas, who wan
comparatively young, was the object
of the flerce and Jealous hatred of hin
old lleutenant, Dak Kova, the jfed
who had captured me, and [ could not
hut note the almost studied efforts
which the latter made td affront his
superior.

He entirely omitted the usual for-
mal salutation as we entersd the
presence of the jeddak, and am he

ushed me roughly befors the ruler
¢ exclaimed in a loud and menacing
voles:

“l have brought a stranges creature
wanring the metinl of n Thark, whom
it 1s my pleasure to have battle with
a wild thost at the great games"

“He will dle as Bar Comas, your
Jeddak, seen fit, If nt all” replied the
young ruler with dignity.

“If at all,” roared Dok Kova, “Ry
the dead hands at my throat but he
shall died, Bar Comas. No maudlin
weakness on your part shall save him,
Would that Warhoon were ruled by a
resl jeddak rathur than by a wators
hearted weakling from whom even
old Dk Kova could tear the metal
with his bare handas!™

Bar Comas eyed the deflant and in-
subordinate chleftaln for an instant,
his expression one of haughty, fear-
leas contempt and hate, and then
without drawing o weapon and with-
out uttering a word hg hurled himself
at the throat of his defamer,

Bar Comas had much the better of
the battle, as he was stronger, quicker
and more intelligent It soon seomed
that the encounter was done, saving
only the final death thrust, when Bar
Comas slipped, in hregking away from
a clineh, It was the one littie opening
that Dak Kova needed, and hurling
himself at the body of hila adversary
ho buried his single mighty tusk in
Bar Coma's gopln and with a last
powerful effort ripped the young
Jaddak wide open the full length of
his body, the great tusk finally wedi-
Ing in the bones of Bar Comas's jJaw.
Victor and vanquished rolled Himp and
Hfclesn upon the moss, & huge niass
of torn and bloody flesh.

Bar Comas was stone dead, and
only the most herculean efforts oh
the purt of Dak Kova's females saved
him from the fate he deserved,

Three days laster he walked without
assigtance to the bhody of Bar Comus,
which, by ocustom, had mnot been
moved from where (4 fell, and plae-
ing his foot upon the neck of hie
erstwhile ruler he assumed the titie
of Jedduk of Warhoon.

The dead jeddak's hands and head
were removed, 1o be added o the or-
naments of his copgqueror, and then
his women eremited what remalned,
aendd wild and terrible lnughter,

Wea reached the vity of Warhoon
after some thres days’ march, and |
was immodiately cast into a dungeon
and heavily chalned to the floor and
walla. Food was brought me twiea
didly, and owing to the utter dark-
ness of the place I do not know
whether 1 lay there duays, or weeks,
ar months,

Then one doy, as my jaller came to
bring me food, 1 slew him, in the hopo
of guining his keve, But the great
rivte of the dungeon woers ahead of ma
and they dragged away his body-—
Kevs und all,

Shortly nfter thisn episode, anothar
prisoner was brought in and chalped
near mo, Hy the dim torch light 1
saw that he was a red Martian, apd
I could scurcely awilt the departurs
of his gunrds to addross him

As their retreating footsteps died
nway 'n the distance, I culled out
-'-‘-"!1 the Murtlan word of greoting—
“Koop"

"Who are you who speak?" he an-
aweted,

'Why Not

? &
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“John Carter, a friend of the red
men of Hellum,"

“I am of Hellum,” he sald, “but 1
do not recall your name™

And then I told him my story, as |
have written it here, omitting onl
any reference to my love for Deja

Thoris, He was much excited by the
news of Holium's princess, and
seemed quite positive that she and

Holu could easly have reached a point
of safety from where they left me,
My follow captive's name was Kantos
Kan, He was a prisvoner of war, taken
in battle,

Wie were conducted early one morn-
ing w an c¢hormous amphitheatre,
which, Instead of having been built
upon the surface of the und, was
excavatod below the surface. It had
partially filled with debris, so that
how large 1t had origlonlly been waa
difficult to say, In its present condi-
lon it held the entire twenty thou-
wand Warhoons of the assembled
bordes. Cagea stond at elther snd.

Kuntos Kan and 1 were confined
toguiher In one of the cages. In the
olhers ware wild ealots, thouts, mad
gitidurs, green wiarrlors and women
of othirr hordes, und many strange
and feroclous wild beasts of Bursoom
which 1 had never befors secn. The
din of thelr roaring, growling, and
squenling was deafening, and the
formidabie appearance of any one
of them was snough to make the
stoutest heart foel grave forabodings.

hantos Kau explained 1o me that at
the end of the day one of these pris-
oners would galn freedom, and the
others would jle dead about the areon. *
The winners in the wvarloua contests
of the day would bo pitted against
each other, untll only two remained
nilve; the victor In the last encountsr
being set free, whether animal or
man,

The«following morning the cages
would be fliled with a new consign-
aient of victims, and so on throughout
the ten days of the games.

Bhortly after we had been caged
the amphitheatre begun to i, and
within an hour avery avalinble part
of the seatling space wis oocupied,

Dak Kova, with his jeds and chief.
talns, sat at the centre of one slde of
the arena upoen a large, raised plat
form.

Durlng the doy T was pitted against
first men, and then beasts; but as 1
was armed with a long sword and al-
ways outclassed my adveraary in
agility, nnd generally In strength as
wall, It proved but chilld's play to me.
Tims and ageln 1 won the applause
of tha bloodthlrsty multituds, and to-
ward the ond therd were cries that
I be taken frotn tho arena and be
made & momber of the hordes of
Warhoon,

Finally there wore but thres of us
left, a great, gresn warrior of some
far northern horde, Kantos Kan, nnd
myself. The other two were to hat-
tie, and then I to fight the conqueror
for the liberty which was accorded
the finul winner.

Koantos Kan  had  fought several
times during the day, and, like my-
pelf, hnd always proven  victorlous,
but occaslonally by the smallest of
margine, especinlly  when  pitted
ngeinnt the green warrlors, Yet mow
he slew hin foa,

Kontos Kan and 1 were now
matched agalnxt sach other, but as
we appropched te the encountopr 1
whispered to him to prolong the bhattle
until nearty dark, in the hope that we
might find some means of escupe,
I'"he horde evidently muessed thot we
hnd no hearis 1o fight each other,
and they howled In rnge as nelther of
us placed o futul thrust,

b

Just as | saw the sudden coming of
dark 1 whispered to Kuntos Kan to
thrust his sword between my left arm
and my body., As ho did so, | stag-
fer-d back, clasping the sword tight-
¥ with my¥ arm, and thus fell to the
ground with his weapon apparently
protruding from my cheat,

Kantos Kan pereeived my eoup,
and, stepping quickly to my side, he
placed his foot upon my neck and,
withdrawing his sword from my body
gnve ma the final death blow through
the neck, which Is supposed to sever
the jugular veln, but in this Instance
the cold blade alipped harmlessly into
the sand of the arena.

In the darkness which had now
fallen none could tell but that he had
really finished me, 1 whispered to
Mm to clulm hia freedom and then
look for me In the hills eant of the
city. and #o he left me,

When the amphitheatrs had cleared,
1 crept stealthily to the top, and, as
the great excavation 1ay far from the
plara and in an untenanted portion
of tha great dend elty, T had little
trouble in reaching the hilla heyond,

CHAPTER XIV.

Acroass the Wasle.

OR two days 1 walted thers
for Kantoa Kan, but as he
did not coms 1 sturted off on
foot In & northwesterly di-
rection toward a point
whers he had told me 'ay the nearest
waterway,

At daybreak of the fiftcenth day of
my search [ was oeverjoyed to see the
high trees that denoted the obfect of
my search. About noon I dragged my-
self wearlly to the portals of a huge
building, which covered perhiaps four
Bguare miles and towered 200 feet in
the air. It showed no aperture in the
mighty walls other than the tiny door
At which | sank exhisusted, nor was
thers any slgn of lifo about it

1 vould find no bell or otner method
of making my presenice kiown to the
inmates of the place unless & small,
round hole in the wall uewr the door
Wius for that purpose

It was of about the bigness of a lead
pencil, and, thinking that it might be
In the nature of a4 speaking tube, I put
my mouth to It and was about to call
into it when a voles Issued from it
asking me whe I might b, where from
and the nature of my errand.

I explained that T had escaped from
the Warhouss and was dying of star-
vation and exhuustion,

Presently the door commenced to pe-
cede before me untll it had sunk Inte
the wall fifty feet, then it sopped and
Alid easily 1o the left, exposing o short
nrew corridor of concreotr, al the
further end of whioh was another door,
wmilar In every respect to the one 1
bhad just passed.

A second and a third door receded
before me and slipped to one side as
the firat, before 1 reached & large in.
ner chamber, where | found food and
Arink set out upon a great stone table,

Presently a dried-up iittie old man
Juined me there.

HMe word bul a single articie of
clothing or ndornment, u small collur
of gold, from which dependad upon his
chest o great ornament, as large an
n dinner plate, set solld with huge
dianmonds, except for the axnct contre,
whith was occupied by a strange
atone an inch in dameter, that scln-
tillated In nine different colors and
distinot rays—the seven primary col-
ors of our earthly prism and iwo
beautiful rava which, to me, woere
new and nameless,

1 cannot describsa them any more
than you could desoribe red to a blind
man. [ only know that they were
beautiful,

The old man sat and talked with ma
for hours, and the strangest part of
our Intercourss was that I eould read
his every thought, while he conld not
fathom an fota from my mind unleas
1 spoke.

The bullding in which T found my-
pelf contained the machinery which
produces the artificlal atmosphere
which sustaina life on Mara. The se-
crot of the entirn process hinges on
the use of the ninth ray, one of the
beautiful seintillations which T had
noted emanating from the great sone
in my host's dindem,

Bafors 1 retired for the night ha
romised to give me o lotter Lo & neAr-

y agricultural oMeer who would help
me on my winy 1o Zodunga, which, he
anld, wans the nearcst Martlan olty,

*But ha sure that you do not let
them know vou ara hound for Haellum,
na they are at war with that country.
My assistant and [ are of no country!
wa bhelong fo all Barsoom, and this
tallaman which we wear protects us
fn all lnands, sverl@among the green
men—though we do not trust our-
selves to thelr hande If we can avold
11, ha added,

“And so good night, ml’ friend,” he
continued, “"May you have a long
and rostful gleep—yoa, n long sleep”

And, though he smiled pleasantly,
I saw In his thoughts the wish that
he had never ndmitied me, and then a
pleture of Wl atanding over mo in
the night and the swift thrust of a
long dageer and Lthe half-formed
words: "1 am sorry, bat It s for the
best good of Harmoom,"

] mode my wauy by night from the
strungs house and wandered onward
until I met a group of farm folk

When they hud henrd my atory—T
omitted all reforoncs to Dejuh Thoris
and the old man of the atmosphera
plant—they advisei ma to color my
body to mora nesrly ressmble thelr
own race, and then attempt to find
employment in Zodanga, either in the
army or tha navy.

“The chances are small that your
tale will be belleved until after you
have proven your trustwort hiness and
won friends among the higher nobloy
of the court. This ¥ou can most
eanlly do through milltary sorvice, as
we are o warlike prople on Barsoom,’
explnined one of them, “and sive our
richest favor? for the fighting man™
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When | waas ready to depart they
furnished me with a small domestic
bull thoat, such as s vsed for saddle
animal s about the mize of a horss
and quite gentle, but in color and
shape an exact repllca of his huge
CHAPTER XV,
John Carter, Air Scout.
8 I proceeded on my journsy
A atrange  and  Interesting
sights arrested my atlen-
tlon.
Ptor brothers | arrived at Zodanga,
The letter | bore from them gained
mo lmmadinte entrance to the wvast,

Ten days after leaving the group of
friendly farmors 1 arrived at Zodan-
ga. The leiter 1 bore from thoam
vast walled city,

Aa | wan crosning the great square,
lost in wonder and admiration of the
Keos soariot vegetation whioh our-
peted the broad lawnps, 1 diseovered
a red Martion walking briskly toward

He paid not the shightest attention
1o me, but an he caine abroast 1 revog-
niged him, und turning 1 placed my

"Kovr—Kunton Kan!"”

Like lightning he whealed, and be-
fore | could so muoch as lower my
al any bresst

“Who are youT' he growled. and
then as u bockward leap carried me
the polnt to the ground and ex-
chimed, Jaughing:

"I do nut need a better reply. Thers
can bounce about Jike that, By the
mather of the further moon John Car-
iy, how came you hore? Huve you
your color st will?

“You gave mwe 4 bad half minute,
my friend,"” he continued, aftor 1 had
parting with him in the arena at
Warhoom, "Were my name and city
known to the Zodungans, | would
lont san of Korus with my reversd
and departed anosslors. | am here in
the Intercats of Tardos Mor, Jeddak
abouts of Dejuh Thorls, our Princesa

“Hab Than, Prinoe of Zodangs. has
her hidden in the city and has fallan
Than Kowin, Jeddak of Zodangs, has
made hor voluntary marriage to his
son the price of peace helwean our
accode to the demands.

“1 wm wlad that you are hare, John
Citer, for 1 know your loyally to my
pether ahould be whle to accomplish
mniish."

The next few days were spont by
tricucies of fiving, and of repaieing
the dainty little eontrivances which
the Martinns isae for this purpose,
Zodunga, 1 made my frst fight. and as
n oresult of 1t I won a prometion
wileh included guarters In the palace

An | roso above the ity 1 circled sey-
ernl thioes. as | had seen Kantos Kan
do; and (hen, throwing my enginag in-

purposes by all red Martiune. The
ind Nerce oulan;l_rlt' the wilds,
toward Zodanga  many
Toen days arter leaving the three
walled elty,
galoed mo Immodinte entrance to the
maguificont architectures and the gor-
e from one of the avenues,
hand upon his shvulder, calling out;
hand, the poiot of bis long saword was
firty feot from his sword, he dropped
in but one man bpon all Barscom who
bevotne & darseen that you can change
briefly cutiined my adventures sinoce
shortly be mitting an the banks of the
of Hillum, to discover the wehore-
madly in luve with her, His father,
countrion, but Tardos Mora will not
princess, atd two of us worklong to-
Kuntos Kan In teaching me the in.
The fourth duy after my arrival st
of Than Komws
o wp specd, 1 raced ut terribiv veloe-
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"" toward the south, following one
of the great waterways which enter
Zodanga from that rection.

I had traversed perhaps 200 miles
In a little lesa than su hour when 1
descried far bolow me a party of groen
warriors racing madly toward a small
figure on fool which seemed to be Lry-
ing to reach the confines of one of the
walled flelda

Dropping my machine rapidly to.
ward them, and elrcling to the rear
of the warriors, 1 soon saw that the
object of thelr pursuit was a red Mar-
tian wearing the metal of the scout
squadron to which I was attacheds

A short dimance nwnz lay his tin
flier, surrounded by ths tools wit
which he had evidently been ocoupled
in repalring some damage when surs
prised by the groen warriors

They were now almost upon him,
thelr flying mounta charging down on
the rolatively puny figure at terrifie
speed, while the warriors leansd low fo
the right, with thelr great metal-shod
RpOArs,

Bach seemod striving to be the first
to Impale the poor Zodangan, and In
another moment his fate would have
been aealed had It not besn for my
thmely arrival,

Driving my flast alr-craft at high
sposd directly bahind the warrjors, I
gooh overtook them, and without di-
minishing my speed 1 rammed the
prow of my littla fiier batwesn thh
shonlders of the nearest. The im-
pact, suffieiont to have torn through
Inches of molid steel, hurisd the fel-
low's headless body Into the alr over
the head of bis thoat, where it fell
sprawling upon the moss. Tha
mounta of the other two warriors
turned squealing in terror and bolted
in opponite directions
Reducing my spoed, 1 circled and
came to the ground at the fegt of the
satonisghed Zodangan,

He wns warm (n his thanks for my
timely ald, and promissd that my
day's work would bring the roward it
moerited, for e was none other than
a cousin of the jeddak of Zodanga.

Wae wasted no time In talk, as we
knaw that the warriors would surely
return as soon as they had gained
gontrol of thelr wounts. Hastening
to his damaged machine, we ware
bending every efort to Anlsh the
neaded repalrs, and had almost com-

pleted them when we saw the two
gEroon  monsters  returning  at  tog
speed from opposite sides of us

When they had approached within
# hundred yards their thoata again
bBecams unmunageable and absolutely
refused to wdvance further toward
t“o air-eraft which had frightened
Lthem,

The warriors fAnally dismountsd
and, hobbling their animals, ad-
vanced townrd us on foot with drawn
long swordns I advanced to meet
the larger, tolllng the Zodangan to
do the hest he could with the other.

Finishing my man with wmost no
effort, ae had now from much prace
Lite become habitual with me, [ has-
tensd to return lo my new acquaint-
ance, whom 1 found in desperate
otriits,

He was wounded and down. with tha
huke foot of hin antagonist ‘upon his
throat and the great long sword
raised to deal the fnal thrust, as, with
a bound, | clearsd the Afty feot In-
tervoning between us, and with out-
atretched point drove my sword com-
pletely through the bedy of the green
Wirrior,

His saword fell harmiessly to the
ground, and he sank limply upon the
prosirate form of the Zodangan.

A cursory examination of the latter
revenled no mortal Injuries, and after
A brief rest ho asserted that he felt
N to attempt the return voyags, Ha
would have to pllot his own crafl. as
these frall  vesssls are  intendsd
to convey but & single pernon.

Quiekly completing the repairs, we
rome together Into the still, elondless
Muortlan sky, and at great speed and
without further mishap returned to
Zodangn.

An we neared the clty we discoversd
& mighty concourse of clvilians and
troops assembled upon the plain hes
fore the city, The sky was black with
naval veasels, and privite and publie
pleasure craft, Ayving long slireamers
of may-colored silks, and banners and
fMags of odd and pleturesgue dealn,

y companion signaled that | slow
down, and running e machine close
heslde mine, suxkested that we ap-
proach and watch 1the ceremony.
which, he sald, wan for the purpose
of vonferring hotors on Individosg
ofMicers and men for bravery and
other dintinguished servics,

He then unfurled o lttls ensign,
which danoted that his craft bora =
member of the roval fumily &lf Lo-
dangn. and together we made our
way through the maze of low-lyving
nor-versels until we hung directly over
the Jeddak of Zodpnga and his staff,

All woare mounted upon the samall,
domeatic bull thowts of the red Mar-
tians, and their trappings and orna-
mentation bore such a gquantity of
gorgrously colored feathers thit 1
eould Bot but be struck with the
startling resamblance the concourss
bore to n band of red Indians of my
own sarth,

One of the staff called the attention
of ‘"han Kosls to the presence of my
eompanion above them, and the ruler
motioned fur him to descend., As thoy
walted for the troops to move Into
position facing the joddak, the twao
tulked sarnedtly togother, the jeddak
and his stafl® ocoasionally glancing up
ut e

] vould not hear thelr eonveraation,
and presently It consed and all dis-
mounted, as the last body of troops
had whesled into poaition before their
emperor, A mambor of the staff ad-
vanced toward the troops, and callin
the pame of A soldler,
him to advance, The eMoer then ro-
clted in flowing language the nature
of tae berole aet which had won the
approval of the jeddak, and the latter
advanced and placed & metnl orna-
mant on the left arm of the lucky
i,
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Ten men had bos docorated
when the ald galied :;u':e

;r“bn Cartor, air soout!™

eVer in my life had |

prised; but the habit of I:II.I. 2y G
cipline |n a!maf within me, I
dropped my litie machine lightly to
the ground and advanced on foot as
I had sven the others do. As [ halted
before the offfver he nddresned me In
A Voloe audible to the antire assem-
Nlll'! 1;: 1rool|n And spectators,

“In recognition, John g
sald, “of your “mmm. -
and akill in defending the person
the cousin of the jeddak, Than
and, mugle-handed, vanquishing thres
m«: a:u;ftun. It te the pleasurs of

“lda o confer on mark
ol'#hl ut‘onm.“ e
an Kosls then advanced toward
me, and, placing, an ornament upen

n:.“anldr
¥ counin haa n

of your wonderful u:;i'l:t“ b w‘;
meema little short of miraculous, and
It you can so well defend a counin
how much better could you defond
A won of the jeddak himself. You
thereforn appointed a padwar of
gunrds and will he quartered In my-

palace hereafter,”
T thanked him, his drection

Jolned the mcmhar?ﬂf‘l‘tl stafr,
Aftor the eeremony [ returned my

machine to s quarters an the roof of

the barrncks of the alr seous squad-

ron, and, with an o
ralace to mulde me, :",:m'nm

officer In charge of the palace,

CHAPTER XvI.
ﬂ::n Princess Again.

in always in greal donger of assassin.
atlon, as the rule that all

war seema to constitute
tilies of Mas . lan conflict,

He therefore esscorted me imme-
diately to the apartment In
Than Kosis then was. The ruler
Wb Than, aed several sourien of bt
housshold, and did h.l“. I 4]
entrance,

The walls of the apartment
completely hung with splendid
tries, which hid any windows ar
which may have plercad them, The

lghted i
of sunine held be .a":.’."&'."!.g:
to a

proper and what appeared
ﬂ"mml glans false ﬂ?lh' a few inches
ow.

My guide drew astde one of the
tapratrios, disclosing & passage whic
encireled the rodm between the hang-
ingn and the walls of the chamber

Within this passage 1 was to remaln,
he sald, so long as Than Koals

were

-

in the apartment, s
When he Isft | was to follow,

only dity was to guard the ruler

keep out of sight an much as

1 would he relleved after a period of

four hours, The majordomo then lef:
me.

The tapentries were of a strange
weaving, whioch gave the
of heavy solldity from one
from my hiding place 1
all that took place within the rdem
as readily as though there had been
no curtaln intervening,

Bearcely had 1 gnined my post
the tupestry at the opposite .f
the ghambes peparated and four msol-
diers of ths guard ontered, surround.
ing a female fligure. As
prosched Than Kosls the soldlare
to olther side, and thers, stand .
fare the jeddak, and not ten fest
mu, her beautiful face
smiiles, was Dejah Thorin

Hah Than, Prinee of
vanved to meot ber, and hand in

i

§

e

they approached closs to the
Than Kosia looked uvp in
and, rising, saluted har.

“To what strange freak do I ow
this vialt from the Princess of .
um, who, two days axo, with
consideration for my prids,

me that she would r 'l'nl.q
to my son?™

the green Thark,
et ly amiled the mare.
Dejah Thoris only *
and jlr'.lh the roguish dimples playing
at the corners of her mouth, she made
Aanswer,
“From the beginning of time
Barsoom It has been the preroga
of woman to change her mind as she
liated and to dissemble In matters
concarning her heart. That you will
forgive, T Kosis, as has your son.
“PTwo days ago | waa not sure of

hin love for me; but now I and

I have come to beg of you to

my rash words to accept the
Hellum

urance of tha Princess of
:h:t she will wed Sab Than, Prines
de-

of Zodange.”

“l am glad that you have s
cided,” replied Than Kosia. “It In
far from my desira to push war fur.
ther agalnat the roplu of  Heliw
and | welecome the oppartunity
exorcise the bun of war with tha
of matrimony. Your promise shall
e recorded, and a proclamation to
my poople issued forthwith.”

"It were botter, Than Kosis™ Inter.
rupted Dejah Thorls, "that the pree-
lumation walt the ending of this war,
It would look strange, indeed, to my
peaple and to yours were the Prin.
cens of Hellum to give herself to her
country’'s enemy in the midst of hos.
Ulities.”

“Cannot the war be suded at once?"
spoke Sab Than, “It requires but ths
word of Than Kosls to bring X
Say It, my father, suy the word that
will hasten my iup?uun and end
this unpopular strife.”

"We nhall see,” repliod Than Ko-
nis, “how the peopls of Hellum taks

to peace. 1 shall at least offer It to
them."
Dejah Thorls, after a few

turnsd and laft the apartment,
fullowed by her guarda,
(Td Be Conunued.)
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